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will that which was already about to take place, as
if one were to command an eclipse of the sun at the
moment when one knew by astronomy that an eclipse
was 011 the point of taking place.    In a case of this
description,   the   miracle   might   be   tested   by   a
challenge to repeat it;   but it is worthy of remark,
that recorded miracles were seldom or never put to
this test.     'No miracle-worker  seems   ever to have
made a practice of raising the dead: .that and the
other most signal of the miraculous operations are
reported to have been performed only in one or a few
isolated cases, which may have been either cunningly
selected cases, or accidental coincidences.    There is,
in  short, nothing  to exclude  the   supposition that
every alleged miracle was due to natural causes: and
as  long  as  that   supposition   remains  possible,  no
scientific observer, and no man of ordinary practical
judgment, would assume by conjecture a cause which
no  reason  existed for  supposing  to  be   real,  save
the necessity of accounting for something which is
sufficiently accounted for without it

"Were we to stop here, the case against miracles
might seem to be complete. But on further inspec-
tion it will be seen that we cannot, from the above
considerations, conclude absolutely that the miracu-
lous theory of the production of a phenomenon ought
to be at once rejected. We can conclude only that
no extraordinary powers which have ever been alleged